Astronomer to Upgrade UFO Research

Phoenix, Ariz. A

An expert on unidentified
flying objects is moving his re-
scarch headquarters to Phoe-

‘nix, where he hopes to shift the
study of UFOs “from the
crackpot era to respectahle
science.”

Astronomer J. Allen Hynek,
who spent 20 years working with
the Air Force on UFO research and
heads the Center for UFO Studies,
plans to spend $2 million a year
studying the best reported sightings

of the mysterious objects.

With the backing of a sponsor
he declined to identify, the former
Northwestern University astrono-
my department chairman and di-
rector of the Lunar Surveillance
Project — part of the Apollo pro-
gram — said he will move the cen-
ter’'s research operations to Phoenix
from the Chicago suburb of Evans-
ton, 11l. Its publicity operations will
remain in Evanston.

Hynek, 74, said he chose Arizo-
na because it is a center for astro-
nomical research, has a burgeoning

high-technology mdustry, and “peo-
ple in. general have a more open
attitude — they seem to be much
more willing to explore pOSSlblll-
ties.”

“l think the time is npe for
massive research into the UFO phe- .

nomenon,” said Hynek, whose book
“The UFO Experience” was the ba-
sis for the movie “Close Encoumers
of the Third Kind."”

“The job has to be taken from
the crackpot era to respectable sci-

ence,” he said in a recent interview.:

“That’s going to be my contribution.

I don’t expect to solve the problem.

“l don’t know that the solution
will come within the next century,
but a start must be made in making
the subject respectable,” he said.

Hynek, who also is a former

- associate director of the Smithson-

ian Astrophysical Observatory, said

- that part of the problem in explain-

ing UFOs isthat to arrive here from
the nearest star is beyond the capa-
bilities of Earth’s current technolo-
e

“I think we’re much in the posi-
tion George Washington would
have been if a helicopter had hov-
ered over Valley Forge, landed and
two men got out and began talking
to other helicopters overhead,” he
said. “No one today would question
the technology of helicopters and
walkie-talkies. But how could Wash-
ington have comprehended them?”
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